Name:________________________

English 8

Ms. Douglas-Osmundson

Poetry: 19 Varieties of Gazelle - Line-by-line approximation

Directions: 1.  Read “your” poem.  2.  Copy it down line by line.  3.  Rewrite it line-by-line, using a carefully chosen topic.  (Choose a topic you know and care about; tell the truth about it.)  Following is an example which approximates the first set of lines from “All Things Not Considered” from 19 Varieties of Gazelle:

All the Same

Nothing can put a different brain

into this boy, this man.

A husband and wife expecting their first baby

when their world erupts.

In whose imagination

is this easy?

The boys who attacked the retarded boy

Were “excellent” students, had “good” parents.

Robert Douglas, retard, age 7, believed in the truth,

of good and bad, and people


are all the same

inside.  He never forgot a birthday

but who remembered his?

If these are friends,

Could we have some strangers please?

Robert sat on the kitchen counter while his mother washed ‘retard’ off his skin.  

He smiled at her, but she wept.

An angry father hammers the toys right again

And wonders how God and baseball and this could be from the same world.

